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Holy Eucharist at the Church of St. Paul, Cambria  
Christmas • December 25, 2022 

 

 
 

Opening Hymn # 87 Hark The Herald Angels 
 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no other commandment greater 
than these." Mark 12:29-31 

 

The Deacon or Celebrant then says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbor. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 A deacon or lay person using the preceding form 

substitutes "us" for "you" and "our" for "your." 

 

Hymn 96: Angels We Have heard on high 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us pray:   
    Almighty God, you have poured upon us the 
new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 
light, enkindled in our hearts may shine forth in 
our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Lessons:   Isaiah 52:7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
the messenger who announces peace, who brings 
good news, who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they 
see the return of the Lord to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you ruins of 
Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his 
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 98 
1  Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 
2  With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 
3  The Lord has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight 
of the nations. 
4  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the 
house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory 
of our God. 
5  Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6  Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 
7  With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
8  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 
9  Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
10  In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 
 
The Second Lesson:   Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12) 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and 
various ways by the prophets, but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the 
exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains 
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all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 
      [For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
"You are my Son; today I have begotten you"? 
Or again, "I will be his Father,and he will be my         
Son"? And again, when he brings the firstborn into 
the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship 
him." 
Of the angels he says,"He makes his angels winds, 
and his servants flames of fire." 
But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is 
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the 
scepter of your kingdom. You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
beyond your companions." 
And,"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; they 
will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out 
like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and 
like clothing they will be changed. But you are the 
same, and your years will never end."] 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to John 1:1-14 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
    In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was 
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
only son, full of grace and truth. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                         Canon Mark Hall         
 
Choir Anthem:                A Celtic Christmas 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from  Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 
through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 

Sisters and brothers, confident in the word made 

flesh and dwelling among us, let us bring to our 

loving God the petitions in our hearts this 

Christmas Day, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the community of believers throughout the 

world, especially those in positions of leadership 

and authority, that they might direct us toward the 

service of God’s glory and the spread of God’s 

light to the ends of the earth,  (silence) let us pray 

to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.   

For the church gathered here this Christmas Day, 
that our worship of the word made flesh might take 
on flesh in our living the gospel message, (silence) 
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.   

For all refugees, and for the victims of war, 
violence, and injustice, that they might know the 
power of the newborn Savior, (silence) let us pray 
to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.   
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    We offer prayers for Ann, Ramsay, Ken, Evan, 
Susie, Cyndi, Eugenia and her mother, Mike, 
Coralee, Liz, Craig and Jennifer D. Prayers for all the 
recently bereaved during the holidays. We pray for 
the souls of Bill and Pedro and for their families in 
this time of loss. Lord, hear our prayer.   
    Prayers of thanksgiving for the dedication of 
Mary Brockman all these years to St. Paul’s. Lord, 
hear our prayer.   
     We offer prayers for incarcerated men, women, 
and children throughout the world. We offer 
prayers for widows and orphans. We offer prayers 
of Thanksgiving for a loving family and church 
family.  For all our sisters and brothers in any need, 
(silence) let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our 
prayer.   

For all who dwell in the darkness of ignorance and 
disease, of poverty and homelessness, of division 
and hate, that the light of Christ might work its 
wonders this day and this season, (silence) let us 
pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.   

For the sick and the dying among us, for all God’s 
own who are suffering, and for those who care for 
them, that each might behold the salvation of our 
God and be blessed by the Prince of Peace, 
(silence) let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our 
prayer.   

For all our young men and women serving in the 
military who are far from home this holiday season 
and often in mortal danger.  May your holy child 
protect and comfort them as they do their duty, 
(silence) let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our 
prayer.   

All loving and gracious God, we thank you for 
taking flesh among us in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Trusting in a power beyond ourselves, trusting in 
your enduring love, we have offered our petitions.  
May you hear and answer them in that same Love, 
who is Jesus, your Son and our Lord, this 
Christmas Day and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Holy Communion 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself  

for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  

Ephesians 5:2 
 
Offertory Hymn: 99 Go Tell It on the mountain 
 
Prayer over the gifts:  Source of light and 
gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful feast.  
May we grow up in him who unites our lives to 
yours; for he is Lord now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always 
and every- where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
    Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us 
from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 
power and great triumph to judge the world, we 
may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 
    Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
Celebrant and People 
       Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and 
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and 
love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these 
last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After 
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me." Therefore, 
according to his command, O Father, 

     Celebrant and People 
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We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

    The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy 
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with Paul and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are 
bold to say (or sing), 

People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Behold Mary’s child, the promised Savior, of whose 
fullness we have all received.  Blessed are those 
who are called to the banquet of the Lamb. 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Father of all, the child born for us is the Savior of 
the world.  May he who made us your children 
welcome us into your kingdom, where he is alive 
and reigns with you now and forever.  

    Let us pray.  Almighty and everliving God, we 
thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring 
us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 
your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send 
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to 
love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 
Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the 

Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
Knowing that all of our community cannot share 
the Eucharist in person, we affirm that the true 
mystical communion of Christ and His Church is a 
bond of spirit and heart, grounded in faith.  
Therefore, we commit ourselves to this deep bond 
of the Spirit in union with Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Hymn: #111 Silent Night 
 
When he came to us as man, the son of God 
scattered the darkness of this world, and filled the 
world with his glory.  May the God of infinite 
goodness scatter the darkness of sin and brighten 
your hearts with holiness. 
And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you for 
ever.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
Thanksgiving Prayer: We give you thanks, O God, for 
your many blessings: for our days of celebration, for 
the love that surrounds us, for your healing presence 
in our lives.  Keep us in your care, we pray, and help 
us to live as truly thankful people. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:  #93 Angels from the realms..  
 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the 

presence of the Word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

 


