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Opening Hymn 688  
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. 
Amen.  
God of eternity, not in terror do we face an 
uncertain future, nor do we wait in idleness for 
your purpose to unfold, for your unfailing care 
embraces all time.  Let each new day be for us a 
time to testify to the gospel.  As we confess our 
shortcomings to you, let each new day be for us a 
time to testify to your good news and let the last 
day find us bearing witness to your all-embracing 
love. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Lord, open our lips  
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be for ever.  Amen.  
 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
O come, let us adore him. 
 
Venite: Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy 
to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before his 
presence with thanksgiving * and raise a loud shout 
to him with psalms. For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the 
caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills 
are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, * and his 
hands have molded the dry land. Come, let us bow 
down, and bend the knee, * and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker. For he is our God, and we are the 
people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 
 

Canticle 9 
The First Song of Isaiah 12:2-6 
Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him 
and not be afraid. For the Lord is my stronghold 
and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore, you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. And on that day you 
shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his 
Name; Make his deeds known among the peoples; 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great 
things, and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, for 
the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of 
Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
for ever. Amen. 
 
First Lesson   Isaiah 65:17-25  
For I am about to create new heavens and a new 
earth; the former things shall not be remembered 
or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever 
in what I am creating; for I am about to create 
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it 
an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person 
who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies 
at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
and one who falls short of a hundred will be 
considered accursed. They shall build houses and 
inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; 
they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my 
people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, 
or bear children for calamity; for they shall be 
offspring blessed by the Lord-- and their 
descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, 
while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf 
and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox; but the serpent-- its food shall be 
dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain, says the Lord. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle L:  A Song of Christ’s Humility  
Though in the form of God, * Christ Jesus did not 

cling to equality with God, But emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, * and was born in 
human likeness. Being found in human form, he 
humbled himself * and became obedient to 
death, even death on a cross.  

Therefore, God has highly exalted him * and given 
him the name above every name, That at the 
name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, * in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, And 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, * 
to the glory of God the Father.  

 
Second Lesson / Epistle   2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers 
who are living in idleness and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. For you 
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we 
were not idle when we were with you, and we did 
not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; but 
with toil and labor we worked night and day, so 
that we might not burden any of you. This was not 
because we do not have that right, but in order to 
give you an example to imitate. For even when we 
were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone 
unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that 
some of you are living in idleness, mere 
busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons 
we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to 
do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 
Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what 
is right.  
Thanks be to God. 
  
Canticle D: A Song of the Wilderness  
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, * the 

desert shall rejoice and blossom;  It shall 
blossom abundantly, * and rejoice with joy and 
singing. They shall see the glory of the Lord, * 
the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weary 
hands, * and make firm the feeble knees.  

Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! * Here 
is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”  

Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, * and 
the ears of the deaf be unstopped. Then shall 
the lame leap like a deer, * and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall 
break forth in the wilderness * and streams in 
the desert;  The burning sand shall become a 
pool * and the thirsty ground, springs of water.  

The ransomed of God shall return with singing, * 
with everlasting joy upon their heads. Joy and 

gladness shall be theirs, * and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.  

 
 A reading from the Gospel according to Luke 21:5-19 
When some were speaking about the temple, how 
it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts 
dedicated to God, Jesus said, "As for these things 
that you see, the days will come when not one 
stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown 
down." 
They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and 
what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?" And he said, "Beware that you are not led 
astray; for many will come in my name and say, `I 
am he!' and, `The time is near!' Do not go after 
them. 
"When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not 
be terrified; for these things must take place first, 
but the end will not follow immediately." Then he 
said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom; there will be great 
earthquakes, and in various places famines and 
plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and 
great signs from heaven. 
"But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and 
persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought 
before kings and governors because of my name. 
This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make 
up your minds not to prepare your defense in 
advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that 
none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put 
some of you to death. You will be hated by all 
because of my name. But not a hair of your head will 
perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls." 
Here ends the Gospel reading.   

 
 

The Sermon                       Community of Divine Love 
   
Sermon Music                               
 
Here follows the Nicene Creed  
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
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rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers 

 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Collects 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us 
and given us dominion over all the earth: Increase 
our reverence before the mystery of life; and give 
us new insight into your purposes for the human 
race, and new wisdom and determination in 
making provision for its future in accordance with 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Knowing that a mother does not desert her 
children, let us turn to God, asking God to 
embrace with loving kindness all those whose lives 
are troubled and afflicted by human evil.  Let us 
beg God not to delay, saying:  Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

 (As the Spirit moves you, please take turns reading one or 
more of the petitions.  Please observe a short silence at the 
indicated times.) 

God of Jesus Christ, even in our own day many are 
handed over to injustice and persecution, and 
many suffer want and hunger; come to rule the 
earth with justice, and delay not in sending your 
transforming love.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
God of Jesus Christ, even in our own day many 
families are torn apart by internal strife, sisters 
and brothers reach out to one another with hating 

hands, peoples and nations are divided by anger: 
delay not with your peace.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
God of Jesus Christ, even in our own day children 
are not spared, but are apprenticed to hatred, 
rejected by their own parents, forbidden even life 
itself: delay not with your motherly affection.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
God of Jesus Christ, even in our own day the 
followers of your child of promise are separated 
by prejudice and bitter division: delay not in 
making us into one people.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
God of Jesus Christ, even in our own day many 
find contempt and rejection within your church: 
delay not in bringing the harmony of love to your 
chosen.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Do not desert your children and ours on the field 
of battle and those in harms way, but guard them 
in your mercy from all evil and harm.  Lord, hear 
our prayer. 
We offer Prayers for Susie and Jennifer. Lord, hear 
our prayer. 
(Here other intercessions may be offered.) 

O compassionate God, in Jesus, your child of 
promise, we know and await the life and peace of 
which you have assured us.  We look forward in 
longing, hoping for ourselves and for those whom 
we have remembered, in the name of the same 
child who lives with you in the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also 
with you.   Greet one another in the Lord’s name. 
                                 

 

Announcements 
Thanksgiving Prayer: We give you thanks, O God, for 
your many blessings: for our days of celebration, for 
the love that surrounds us, for your healing presence 
in our lives.  Keep us in your care, we pray, and help 
us to live as truly thankful people. Amen. 
 
Offertory:  Walk in love as Christ loved us and 
offered himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God. (Ephesians 5:2) 
 
 Offertory Hymn 691 

 
Prayer over the gifts 
Holy God, in this eucharist we renew our 
baptismal covenant.  Help us, through our offering 
this day, to renounce all things that draw us from 
your love.  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving (EP A) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  For in the multitude 
of your saints you have surrounded us with a great 
cloud of witnesses, that we might rejoice in their 
fellowship, and run with endurance the race that is 
set before us; and, together with them, receive the 
crown of glory that never fades away.  Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
Celebrant and People sing   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
The people stand or kneel. 
 Holy and gracious Father:  
 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 We celebrate the memorial .  . . 
 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By 
him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
Let us pray in the words of the One whose coming 
is certain and whose day draws near: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share 
in the one bread. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 
 Then the celebrant and people pray together. 
 Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following 
Invitation or other suitable words. 

They will come from east and west and from north 
and south to sit at table in the kingdom of God: 
Blessed are those who are called to the banquet 
of the Lamb. 
 
Communion of the People 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Gracious God, in this sacrament we have shared in 
the body and blood of Christ.  May we who have 
been nourished by holy things bear witness to his 
light, and share in his eternal priesthood.   
     Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for 
feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 
mysteries that we are living members of the 
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve 
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To 
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
    Knowing that all of our community cannot share 
the Eucharist in person, we affirm that the true 
mystical communion of Christ and His Church is a 
bond of spirit and heart, grounded in faith. There- 
fore, we commit ourselves to this deep bond of 
the Spirit in union with Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Blessing:    
God, who from the death of sin raised you to new 
life in Christ, keep you from falling and set you in 
the presence of his glory; and the blessing of God 
almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you 
and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 
   

 
Closing Hymn 660 
 

Dismissal:   
Awaiting the day when the sun of righteousness 
shall dawn with its healing rays, go in peace to love 
and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.   


